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The project aims at developing best practices and
policy advice for reconciliation and confidencebuilding among countries, communities and civil
societies divided by conflicts in the EaP region.
Together with our partners, Promo-LEX (Republic of
Moldova), EI LAT (Georgia), UIIP (Ukraine), we aim to
make a substantial contribution to the creation and
consolidation of a body of experts to objectively
analyze conflicts and unresolved territories in the
Republic of Moldova, Georgia and Ukraine.
Furthermore, representatives of civil society from
Armenia and Azerbaijan will participate, as observers,
so that the project’s final results will contribute to the
expansion of conflict resolution studies.
The platform thus created will bring together an
international network of researchers and CSO activists
from Eastern Partnership and European Union
countries, which will cooperate in addressing topics
that will cover various aspects of these conflicts,
aiming to develop best practices and policy advice for
reconciliation and confidence-building across the
region.
Our project aims to analyze the territorial conflicts in
the Republic of Moldova, Georgia and Ukraine,
highlighting how these affect the whole regional
security.
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Moldova and Ukraine are
officially candidate countries
for EU membership. Georgia
got the European perspective
On June 23, 2022, the European Council decided to
grant the status of a candidate country for accession to
the European Union for Moldova and Ukraine. At the
same time, the European Council decided to recognize
the European perspective of Georgia, to which it will
grant candidate status after the Georgian authorities
fulfilled all the conditions.
The decision of the 27 states, adopted unanimously,
comes after the recommendation of the European
Commission a week before the summit of the European
Council. EU leaders cautioned that the road to full
membership for Ukraine and Moldova would not be
easy.
“The countries all have to do homework before moving
to the next stage of the accession process,” said EU
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen after the
decision, referring to political and governmental
reforms required before continuing the process.
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The European prospects of Ukraine, Georgia and
Moldova have become a key topic of debate since
Russia launched its “special military operation”.
Candidate status is the first step in a lengthy
membership process to join the bloc, which entails
sweeping reforms designed to bring a country in line
with the EU’s standards, laws, regulations and
economy.

Austria “clearly committed” to Georgia’s territorial
integrity, sovereignty - Chancellor
On July 8, Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili
met with Austrian Chancellor Karl Nehammer in Vienna.
Austrian Chancellor Karl Nehammer said that his country
was “clearly committed” to the territorial integrity and
sovereignty of Georgia, and pointed out the “frozen
conflicts” in the Russian-occupied regions of Tskhinvali
(South Ossetia) and Abkhazia must “not be forgotten”.
In a tweet following his meeting with Georgian Prime
Minister Irakli Garibashvili Nehammer noted their
discussion had focused on bilateral cooperation and
possibilities for furthering Georgia’s ties with the
European Union.
"Another topic was the Russian war against Ukraine,
which we both condemn. The frozen conflicts in South
Ossetia and Abkhazia must not be forgotten either.
Austria is clearly committed to the territorial integrity
and sovereignty of Georgia”, the Chancellor tweeted.
In his turn, the head of the Georgian Government
extended his gratitude to Nehammer for Austria’s support
to Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, along
with the country’s European aspirations.
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Parliament Speaker:
“naive”, “malicious”
to believe threat of
war “unrealistic” in
Georgia
Speaker of the Georgian Parliament Shalva
Papuashvili said that it was “simply naive or
malicious” to downplay a threat of war in Georgia,
noting the country had experienced three wars
involving Russia.
Papuashvili noted the ongoing occupation of
Georgian territories by Russian forces, with about
10,000 Russian soldiers deployed in Abkhazia and
Tskhinvali (South Ossetia) regions.
"Saying the threat of armed conflict is unrealistic in
a country that has seen three wars involving Russia;
in a country where territories have been occupied
by up to 10,000 Russian soldiers deployed here [in
the occupied regions]; in a country where there are
provocations and kidnappings of our citizens along
the occupation line, [...] is either simple naivety or
maliciousness”, the Parliament official said in an
interview with Imedi TV.
The head of the Georgian legislative body stressed
that on the backdrop of Russia waging an
“aggressive war” against Ukraine, the threat of
armed conflict for Georgia was “real”.
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MFAEI rejects Russia's
accusations that the
Republic of Moldova
prevents Russian
peacekeepers from
reaching the
Transnistrian region
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European
Integration rejects Moscow's accusations that the
Republic of Moldova prevents Russian peacekeepers
from reaching the Transnistrian region.
"The rotation of the military within the Russian
contingent of peacekeepers is carried out in
accordance with a mechanism established with the
aim of avoiding risks and ensuring a coordinated
movement of contingent personnel.
Our country rejects the accusations launched, with
the explicit mention that in cases of nonauthorization of the entry of certain Russian
servicemen, they were related to non-compliance
with the criteria established in the mechanism.
Thus, the entry of the officers of the so-called
Operative Group of the Russian Troops, a formation
that is illegally on the territory of our country and
that violates the neutrality status, was not allowed",
the MFAEI message states.
In this context, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
European Integration reiterates the position of the
authorities of the Republic of Moldova regarding
the necessity of the unconditional resumption of the
process of withdrawal of Russian troops and
ammunition depots from the Republic of Moldova.

OSCE parliamentarians
adopt Birmingham
Declaration
In

Birmingham,

OSCE

parliamentarians

voted

aimed at a peaceful resolution of the crisis with full
respect for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity.”

to

condemn in the strongest terms the Russian
Federation’s war of aggression against Ukraine,
demanding an immediate ceasefire and the full
withdrawal of Russian troops.
Containing three general committee resolutions, plus
ten supplementary items dealing with a wide range of
topics, the Birmingham Declaration was approved with
overwhelming support. It was adopted at the close of the
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly’s 29th Annual Session,
which took place 2-6 July in Birmingham, United
Kingdom.
Referring to the Russian invasion as “a gross violation of
the fundamentals of international law” and “a flagrant
violation not only of the sovereignty of Ukraine and its
territorial integrity, but as an attack against the human
rights and fundamental freedoms, most notably of the
right to life, of the people of Ukraine,” the Birmingham
Declaration “urges all sides to engage in negotiations
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The Birmingham Declaration emphasizes that Russia’s
invasion has been “facilitated by Belarus as coaggressor,” and denounces “the Russian Federation’s
illegal occupation and annexation of Crimea and
illegitimate ‘recognition’ and occupation of Luhansk
and Donetsk regions.” Alarmed that the war has
significantly impacted stability, connectivity, and
prosperity across the OSCE region, the Birmingham
Declaration urges governments “to consider effective
and well-coordinated actions in the economic and
environmental spheres aimed at mitigating the impact
of the conflict and restoring international peace and
security.”
It also stresses that “sanctions imposed by many OSCE
participating States on the Russian Federation for its
aggression against Ukraine are targeted against the
leaders of the Russian Federation and not against the
Russian people, whose views are not effectively
represented due to the undemocratic processes of the
modern Russian state.”

Deputy Prime Minister
Oleg Serebrian in
dialogue with the
Romanian Ambassador to
the Republic of Moldova
On August 2, 2022, the meeting between the Deputy
Prime Minister for reintegration Oleg Serebrian and
the Romanian Ambassador to the Republic of
Moldova, Cristian-Leon Țurcanu, took place.

According to the press release issued by the
authorities in Chisinau, the priority for the leaders of
the Republic of Moldova remains to be subjects such
as the provision of public services for the residents of
the east of the country, the provision of the necessary
assistance to respect fundamental human rights and
freedoms, the resumption in good conditions of the
activity educational institutions with teaching in the
Romanian language in the Transnistrian region,
providing permanent access to lands in the Dubăsari
district, removing artificial obstacles to free
movement, etc.

The good cooperation relations between the Republic
of Moldova and Romania were discussed during the
meeting. Also, the officials have discussed the
current dynamics of the interaction between
Chisinau and Tiraspol, the most recent topics that
concern the interests of citizens on both banks of the
Dniester, the primary lines of intervention from the
national authorities and potential next steps that can
be taken.

The government of Moldova
approved the program of
activities for the reintegration
of the country for the year 2022
The Government of the Republic of Moldova
approved the Program of activities for the country's
reintegration for the year 2022. The Program
provides for the financing of 36 development projects
in the perimeter of the Security Zone, with a total
budget of 15 million MDL.
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The Program was developed and finalized following
the mechanism established by Government Decision
no. 131/2014, and the list of projects to be financed
through the 2022 Program was approved according
to the criteria established by the Selection
Committee. The authorities of the central and local
public administration, beneficiaries of the Program,
must capitalize on the financial resources according
to their destination by the end of the fourth quarter
of 2022.

OSCE Chairman-inOffice and Secretary
General announce OSCE
support programme for
Ukraine
The OSCE Chairman-in-Office and Poland’s Minister
for Foreign Affairs Zbigniew Rau, and OSCE
Secretary General, Helga Maria Schmid have
announced a new OSCE support programme for
Ukraine.
According to the OSCE press release, the new
support programme will build upon the trusted
partnership and diverse experience the OSCE gained
over the last three decades in Ukraine.
“Supporting Ukraine – its Government, people, civil
society and institutions – has been and remains the
OSCE’s top priority. Even though we had no other
option but to close our two field operations due to the
position of the Russian Federation, the OSCE remains
engaged and committed to assist Ukraine in these
challenging times,” Chairman Rau stressed.
The same source reports, that the new support
programme sets out the implementation of
approximately 25 projects, that will focus on
addressing the immediate threats and risks posed by
the war and on supporting Ukrainian institutions and
civil society organizations in developing Ukraine’s
long-term democratic and social resilience.
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Ukraine Reform Conference
(URC), 4 – 5 July, Lugano
The Ukraine Reform Conference (#URC2022) took
place between 4 – 5 July in Lugano, Switzerland and
was dedicated to the post-war recovery plans for
Ukraine. Usually, the goal of the URC is for Ukraine to
present its progress, for international partners to
express support, and for all stakeholders to examine
what steps to take next to advance the reform
process. As Lugano Conference was dedicated to the
post-war reconstruction, more than 2500 experts
elaborated a recovery plan for Ukraine. During the
conference, the Ukrainian president, Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, mentioned the following:
"The reconstruction of Ukraine is not a local project,
is not a project of one nation, but a common task of
the entire democratic world — all countries, all
countries who can say they are civilized."
This year's edition of the #URC2022 ended with the
Lugano Declaration. The Declaration was presented
at the closing plenary and included the seven "Lugano
Principles", which are the guiding principles for the
recovery process in Ukraine.
More details about the conference outcomes can be
accessed here.
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Lithuanian-funded
solar power plant
launched to provide
free electricity for
Georgian IDPs

Lithuanian Ambassador Andrius Kalindra visited the
plant, the construction of which was funded by the
Environmental Project Management Agency of the
Lithuanian Ministry, with a total cost of over ₾1 million
(about $356,000/€350,000).
Solar panels and other necessary materials for setting
up the plant were brought from Lithuania in January,
with construction works starting in May and involving
the Georgian-based company Solar House.

The Environment Ministry of Lithuania has provided
funds for the installation of a solar power plant in the
Gori municipality of central Georgia to offer free
energy to internally displaced people in two villages
there.
Local media reports said the plant was expected to
provide “free, ecologically clean and safe” electricity
for families displaced from Georgia’s Russianoccupied regions, who now live in Sakasheti and Skra
villages in the municipality.
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Romania – NATO
Contact Point in
Georgia and Jordan,
2023- 2024
The ministry of foreign affairs (MAE) announces that
Romania will take over, from 1st January 2023 two new
mandates of Contact Point Embassy – CPE in Georgia,
and Jordan namely, for a period of two years (2023 –
2024) following the NATO decision in this sense.
In Georgia, the CPE mandate will be covered for the
first time, jointly with the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland. It is the third time when
Romania has this quality in Georgia, the previous
mandates being between 2013 and 2016.
At the same time, Romania will continue the CPE
mandate in Helsinki, until the finalising of the process
of accession of Finland with NATO ( the end of
ratification by all allied states of the Protocol for
Accession of Finland to the Alliance). Similarly,
Romania will continue until the end of the current
year, the attributions of CPE in Kuwait.
Thus, in an international context characterized by the
serious implications of security generated by the
Russian aggression on Ukraine, both for the region of
the Black Sea and the euro-Atlantic area and at global
level, Romania continues to increase its contribution
in the NATO on multiple dimensions, acting as a factor
of security and stability.
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The
fact
that
Romania
took
over
new
responsibilities shows the solid attachment of our
country to the Alliance, as well as the role of our
country as active promoter of the policy of NATO
partnerships, essential tool in the promotion of
stability both for the members and for the states in
the close vicinity of the Alliance’ says MAE.
As NATO Contact Point, Romania will contribute to
the spreading of allied values, facilitating a better
understanding of the role of the organization and
the opportunities for cooperation with the NorthAtlantic Alliance, as well as the support of
partnership relations NATO – Georgia and NATOJordan both as regards political dialogue and
practical cooperation, on the basis of mutual
respect, mutual interests and benefits.
The Contact Point Embassy – CPE in a partner state
has an important role in promoting the values, the
principles of the role and policies of the Alliance, as
well as of the partnership relation through activities
of public diplomacy which they develop with a view
to a better understanding by the public and local
actors. At the same time, CPE may play a facilitating
role of the cooperation activities and the connection
between the Alliance and the partner state
depending on the mutual interests and the level of
ambition of the partner in the relation with the
Alliance, as well as the specific requests of the
International Secretariat of NATO.
After NATO accession, Romania has taken over CPE
responsibilities in the Republic of Moldova,
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kuwait and Finland.

OSCE Chairman-inOffice and Secretary
General call for
immediate release of
detained OSCE staff in
Donetsk and Luhansk
OSCE Chairman-in-Office, Foreign Minister of
Poland, Zbigniew Rau, and OSCE Secretary General,
Helga Maria Schmid, reiterated their call for the
unconditional and immediate release of three
national Mission members of the OSCE’s Special
Monitoring Mission to Ukraine (SMM), detained in
Donetsk and Luhansk for more than three months.
“I call again attention to the unacceptable situation of
the national OSCE Mission members still detained in
non-government controlled areas of Donetsk and
Luhansk, detained for engaging in their official
duties as OSCE staff,” said Secretary General Schmid.
“OSCE SMM Mission members have always
performed their duties with the highest level of
professionalism, dedication and impartiality. They
must be released immediately“.
OSCE Chairman-in-Office Rau deplored that SMM
staff are held unjustifiably in conditions unknown to
their families and loved ones. “I wish to recall their
contributions to the SMM’s former mandate to
provide impartial information related to the security
and humanitarian situation in Ukraine“, said OSCE
Chairman-in-Office Rau. “We call for their
immediate release.”
The OSCE’s duty of care towards all of its employees
continues during and after the closure of the SMM.
The OSCE has and will continue to take steps to
pursue all available channels to secure the privileges
and immunities of current and former OSCE
officials.
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Peacekeeping Mission as a
structure for maintaining
security in the region or as
an instrument for
maintaining the illegal
regime in Tiraspol
Ion Manole, the Executive Director of the Promo-LEX
Association, gave an interview to the Agora portal.
During the interview, a very important topic in the
regional context was addressed - the role of the
Peacekeeping Mission as a structure for maintaining
security in the region or as an instrument for
maintaining the illegal regime in Tiraspol. The
pacification mission is celebrating 30 years of its
existence. Still, its role and status are mostly contested
at the national and international level by experts who
approach the Transnistrian conflict.
The pacification mission was imposed and led by the
Russian Federation, a party to the 1992 war. Moscow
maintained its military troops in this territory against
the will of the constitutional authorities of the
Republic of Moldova. Only two sides insist that the
mission is a success: the illegal and unrecognized
authorities in Tiraspol and the Russian Federation.
More details on the role and
Peacekeeping Mission are here.
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not necessarily reflect its partners’ views.
The project benefits from support through the EaP Civil Society Forum Re-granting
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