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The unresolved conflicts from Georgia, the Republic of
Moldova and Ukraine. A common EaP and EU vision for

reconciliation and confidence-building across the region

The project aims at developing best practices and
policy advice for reconciliation and confidence-
building among countries, communities and civil
societies divided by conflicts in the EaP region.

Together with our partners, Promo-LEX (Republic of
Moldova), EI LAT (Georgia), UIIP (Ukraine), we aim to
make a substantial contribution to the creation and
consolidation of a body of experts to objectively
analyze conflicts and unresolved territories in the
Republic of Moldova, Georgia and Ukraine.
Furthermore, representatives of civil society from
Armenia and Azerbaijan will participate, as observers,
so that the project’s final results will contribute to the
expansion of conflict resolution studies.

The platform thus created will bring together an
international network of researchers and CSO activists
from Eastern Partnership and European Union
countries, which will cooperate in addressing topics
that will cover various aspects of these conflicts,
aiming to develop best practices and policy advice for
reconciliation and confidence-building across the
region.

Our project aims to analyze the territorial conflicts in
the Republic of Moldova, Georgia and Ukraine,
highlighting how these affect the whole regional
security.
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Vadim Krasnoselsky Wins Presidential Elections ofVadim Krasnoselsky Wins Presidential Elections ofVadim Krasnoselsky Wins Presidential Elections of
unrecognized Transnistriaunrecognized Transnistriaunrecognized Transnistria
The current leader of the unrecognized republic of
Transnistria, Vadim Krasnoselsky, won the so-called
presidential elections with 79 percent of the votes.

The Central Electoral Commission in Tiraspol eliminated
Krasnoselky’s competitors one by one for different
reasons before polling day. Only Russian observers,
including deputies from the Russian Duma, were present
to monitor the elections, posing questions about their
legitimacy.

Chisinau authorities have received a petition from a group
of Transnistrian citizens denouncing the 'criminal regime'
of the current separatist leader in Tiraspol, Vadim
Kransnoselski, and signaling the total restriction of civil
rights among the population in the region before the so-
called presidential elections.

The representative of the Supreme Court of Transnistria,
Irina Simcenko, informed that eight inhabitants of the
region went to court demanding the invalidation of the
elections.
 

Photo: Transnistrian 'presidency' website

Moldovan authorities had called on the international
community to refrain from observing the elections,
stating that any participation in such actions is a
challenge to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Moldova, and undermines the process of resolving the
Transnistrian conflict.

Romania's Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that it does
not recognize the legitimacy of the elections held in the
Transnistrian region of the Republic of Moldova and
reiterates that Romania supports a comprehensive,
peaceful and lasting settlement of the Transnistrian
conflict.
 



Ion Manole: 'Ion Manole: 'Ion Manole: 'It's much worseIt's much worseIt's much worse
in the Transnistrian regionin the Transnistrian regionin the Transnistrian region
than in Belarus'than in Belarus'than in Belarus'
In a recent interview with Radio Free Europe, Promo-
Lex Director Ion Manole confirmed that the
persecution of critical voices has a systemic character
on the left bank of the Dniester and deplores the fact
that Chisinau has no mechanism to support people
who have had to flee the Tiraspol regime.
 
'There is no institution, no national or international
body, not even governmental institutions, that would
guarantee these people's rights and ensure their safety
in the event of a problem.'
 
At the same time, Ion Manole pointed out that this
territory of the Republic of Moldova  remains
controlled by the de facto administration of the
Transnistrian region, access being regulated by
numerous paramilitary institutions and,
consequently, limited to journalists, lawyers, human
rights defenders or national and international
experts. Civil society is persecuted intimidated and
delegitimized. According to him, the abuses taking
place in Tiraspol are the consequence of
incompetence and inaction on the part of Chisinau.

A report published by Promo-Lex explains how the
human rights situation in the Transnistrian region of
the Republic of Moldova remains one of the
fundamental challenges for the constitutional
authorities. In 2021, the European Court of Human
Rights issued 12 judgments and a decision in
Transnistrian cases. In total, at the end of 2021, the
ECtHR had issued 49 judgments and one decision in
78 Transnistrian cases.

We invite you to access the report here and find out
more  about the human rights violation in the
Transnistrian region. 

Radio Free Europe interview

https://promolex.md/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/REPORT-Human-rights-in-the-transnistrian-region-of-the-Republic-of-Moldova.-Retrospective-of-2021.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1VwTecklyujy7yLHqUUZWJLyK_7lIB47trLT_6C0MhEXR6Ng7ABTTaS_I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gd2u2X9QNoA


Oleg Serebrian, Moldova’s former Ambassador to
Germany, and new Deputy Prime Minister for
Reintegration took the oath of office in front of President
Maia Sandu and Prime Minister Natalia Gavrilița. The
country's leadership has expressed confidence that Oleg
Serebrian has the experience to advance the Transnistrian
dispute settlement process.

'I am convinced that the diplomatic experience and good
knowledge of the realities in the Republic of Moldova, as
well as the situation in the region, will help you face this
new professional challenge. For us, the well-being of the
citizens of the Republic of Moldova, both those on the right
bank and those on the left bank, is very important. Our task
is to identify a peaceful, diplomatic solution to the
Transnistrian conflict that respects the territorial integrity
and sovereignty of the Republic of Moldova' said Maia
Sandu.

'Deputy Prime Minister Serebrian has a long career and is
an experienced diplomat, well known to foreign partners.
Being modest, wise and balanced, he has the necessary
qualities to manage this complex file, in such a difficult
period', mentioned Natalia Gavrilița.
 
Oleg Serebrian has extensive experience in diplomacy. He
held several positions in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
was a Member of Parliament and a coordinator of
international programs. In 2010-2015 he was ambassador
of the Republic of Moldova in France, and from 2015 to
2022 - ambassador in Germany. The position he held until
his current appointment was that of director of the
Diplomatic Institute attached to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and European Integration.

The post of Deputy Prime Minister for Reintegration has
been vacant since November 5, 2021, when Vladislav
Kulminski announced his resignation, stating personal
reasons. 

 

New Deputy PrimeNew Deputy PrimeNew Deputy Prime
Minister forMinister forMinister for
ReintegrationReintegrationReintegration
appointed in Moldovaappointed in Moldovaappointed in Moldova
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Romania has proposedRomania has proposedRomania has proposed
holding a meeting of EUholding a meeting of EUholding a meeting of EU
foreign ministers in Kyiv.foreign ministers in Kyiv.foreign ministers in Kyiv.
Ukraine welcomes theUkraine welcomes theUkraine welcomes the
initiativeinitiativeinitiative
'During the second day of the Foreign Affairs Council on
the worrying security situation in the vicinity of Ukraine, I
reiterated Romania's position for the need for dialogue but
also for deterrence. We need fast progress in preparing the
EU for firm and credible sanctions. We suggested that we
examine the possibility of organizing a FAC meeting in
Kyiv, in solidarity with Ukraine, 'wrote Foreign Minister
Bogdan Aurescu.
 
Ukraine's foreign minister welcomed Bogdan Aurescu's
support for the invitation to senior EU officials.
 

 
'Dear friend Bogdan Aurescu, thank you for this great idea.
I called on Ukraine’s partners earlier in December to do
exactly this: high-level visits to Ukraine in January-
February. We’re ready to welcome EU foreign ministers in
Kyiv for a meeting of EU Foreign Affairs Council', wrote
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba on Twitter.

The Council reaffirms its full and unquestionable support
to Ukraine and clarifies that any further military
aggression against Ukraine will have massive
consequences and severe costs.

Ministers concurred that the EU should continue with
diplomatic efforts to convince Russia to choose the path of
dialogue, and tasked the High Representative to keep
coordinating the EU position with key partners such as
the US, NATO and the OSCE. 

At the same time, NATO informs that it will supplement
its forces in Eastern Europe with more ships and fighter
jets. The Alliance's announcement comes as Russia
refuses to give up threatening activity near Ukraine's
borders.
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https://twitter.com/BogdanAurescu?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1485667191345356806%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.digi24.ro%2Fstiri%2Factualitate%2Fpolitica%2Fromania-a-propus-organizarea-unei-intalniri-a-ministrilor-de-externe-din-ue-la-kiev-1813765


Increasing the presence of American troops in RomaniaIncreasing the presence of American troops in RomaniaIncreasing the presence of American troops in Romania
in the context of tensions between Ukraine and Russia. Ain the context of tensions between Ukraine and Russia. Ain the context of tensions between Ukraine and Russia. A
priority for the Government.priority for the Government.priority for the Government.

Bogdan Aurescu, Romania's Minister of Foreign Affairs,
discussed the the unity of the North Atlantic Alliance and
the European Union in addressing security issues
concerning the Russian Federation during an interview at
B1 TV. 

Increasing the US military presence in Romania remains a
priority based on the relationship between the two
countries, established by NATO agreements. The Minister
of Foreign Affairs claims that the tensions directly
involving Ukraine and Russia will accelerate the military
approach. According to the minister, the international
society have been witnessing a progressive deterioration
of the security situation in the region since 2014, and the
objective of consolidating the Eastern Flank has been
pursued for some time.

'The European Union is ready to adopt sanctions, and we
have a European Council decision in December stating that
if we were to deal with further aggression by the Russian
Federation against Ukraine, there would be massive
consequences and severe costs, including the adoption of
sanctions.'

'We have already started preparing for this set of sanctions
at the EU level. They need to target those areas that can
cause significant costs and massive consequences. Here, of
course, there may be a difference in approach between
different Member States as to what types of sanctions to
use. We must also take into account the extent to which the
sanctions we adopt can hurt our interests', Bogdan
Aurescu stated on B1 TV.

He also highlighted that NATO will have a different
approach towards Russia if something happens and the
security situation worsens, NATO will strongly strengthen
this position of deterrence and defense on the eastern
flank, will continue to support Ukraine, without
intervening there, because Ukraine is not a member of the
North Atlantic Alliance.

Photo: Actualitatea, B1
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Sokhumi Targets EU/UNDP Program on Abkhaz-Sokhumi Targets EU/UNDP Program on Abkhaz-Sokhumi Targets EU/UNDP Program on Abkhaz-
Georgian DialogueGeorgian DialogueGeorgian Dialogue

Abkhaz ‘foreign minister’ Inal Ardzinba has taken an aim
at the activities of the EU/UNDP, declaring its confidence-
building COBERM program inadmissible.

The Confidence Building Early Response Mechanism
(COBERM) program, funded by the European Union and
implemented by the United Nations Development
Programme since 2010, aims to build trust between
conflict-divided communities in Abkhazia and Georgia
proper.

But Ardzimba, a former Kremlin official, argued that the
project is in line with the goals of the Georgian
government and seeks to mislead residents of the region
by establishing a dialogue between Abkhazians and
Georgians at the level of experts and youth.

'Implementation of this project is unacceptable on the
territory of Abkhazia. Write it down for yourself and do not
run similar projects anymore. We do not allow you to do
this,' Ardzimba told UNDP’s Rafis Abazov during a
meeting

The Abkhaz 'foreign ministry' claimed the UNDP took
responsibility to prevent further implementation of such
projects.

Ardzinba also reprimanded UNDP for conducting a
sociological survey of residents of Abkhazia in summer
2021, enquiring about domestic politics and the possibility
of establishing relations with Georgia proper.

Citing Abkhaz laws, the top diplomat argued that UNDP
had no right to conduct the survey without coordinating it
with relevant authorities. He stressed this was a shared
position of the ‘ministry’, prosecutor general, and the
security service.

The UNDP office in Tbilisi refused to comment on the
matter with Civil.ge.

READ MORE

http://mfaapsny.org/en/allnews/news/othernews/inal-ardzinba-na-vstreche-s-koordinatorami-npo-nazval-nedopustimymi-ryad-proektov-/
https://darik.news/georgia/sokhumi-targets-eu-undp-program-on-abkhaz-georgian-dialogue-civil-ge/202201482265.html
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Participants of Geneva Discussions on AbkhaziaParticipants of Geneva Discussions on AbkhaziaParticipants of Geneva Discussions on Abkhazia
exchange reproaches for breakdown of negotiationsexchange reproaches for breakdown of negotiationsexchange reproaches for breakdown of negotiations
On December 7-8, the 55th round of the International
Geneva Discussions on Security and Stability in the
Transcaucasus was held in Geneva, which gathered
representatives of Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Georgia,
Russia, and the United States took part under the co-
chairmanship of the UN, EU, and OSCE.

The Abkhazian side accused Georgia of disrupting the
coordination of the text of the document on international
guarantees of the non-use of force. The Abkhazian
delegation also expressed its concern about the Georgia’s
military cooperation with the United States and NATO, the
presence of US warships in the Black Sea, 'constant
violation of the airspace of the Republic of Abkhazia by
foreign civil and military vessels.'

In turn, Lasha Darsaliya, Deputy Foreign Minister of
Georgia, said that the Russian delegation left the
negotiating table as soon as the question about the return
of refugees to Abkhazia arose.

The diplomat emphasized that the positions of the parties
on the security issue remain fundamentally opposite.
According to Lasha Darsaliya, Georgia expects Russia to
start implementing the six-point agreement, which
should become the basis for a comprehensive settlement
of the conflict. “Unfortunately, we do not see such an
approach on the part of the Russian delegation,” noted
Lasha Darsaliya as quoted on the website of the Georgian
“First Channel” on the evening of December 8.

READ MORE

https://www.eng.kavkaz-uzel.eu/articles/57580/
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Minister Joly concludesMinister Joly concludesMinister Joly concludes
trip to Europe intrip to Europe intrip to Europe in
support of Ukrainesupport of Ukrainesupport of Ukraine
On January 15, 2022, Canadian Foreign Minister
Melanie Joly paid a working visit to Kyiv. She met
with Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba to
identify the indisputable acts of support that Canada
declares offers for Ukraine at these crucial times.
According to the Canadian Government, the state has
always played a key role in maintaining peace and
security, aiming to create and maintain a stable
international order based on clearly defined rules.

Author: Roberta Vancea

During her visits to Ukraine, France and Belgium, Joly
wanted to reaffirm Canada's strong position on
supporting Ukraine in maintaining its territorial integrity
and sovereignty. 
In discussion with Ukrainian Dmytro Kuleba, the
Canadian Foreign Minister was briefed on the ongoing
conflict and pressure from the Russians, including
attempts to misinform and meddle in Ukraine's internal
affairs. 
An essential item on the agenda was continuing the
Canada-Ukraine cooperation plan in security and defence
strengthening. Primary support for Ukraine is currently
the Canadian military forces sent to UNIFER to strengthen
the Ukrainian Armed Forces.
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba has seriously stated that
'Ukraine and Canada are a united diplomatic front against
the backdrop of Russia's aggressive actions. Together, we
are mobilizing international efforts to discourage Russia
from pursuing its aggressive plans.' This statement
strengthened Ukraine's position and was followed by
particular thanks to Canadian allies who have shown their
continued support in seeking full NATO membership.
The leader of the Canadian diplomacy strongly expressed
her position on Russian actions, calling for an end to
aggression and violence and noting that the events
affected the entire region, not just Ukraine. 'This
regrouping of Russian troops and equipment threatens
security throughout the region', - reads the statement
given by the Minister of Canada, according to Agerpress,
the National Press Agency.
On January 15, 2022, Canadian Foreign Minister Melanie
Through her position and dedication to supporting
Ukraine at crucial moments, the framework built by the
head of Canadian diplomacy, Melanie Joly, raises the
alarm on the international stage for other European
leaders to jump in support of Ukraine. Joly also said on
her personal Twitter account that she wanted a strong and
independent Ukraine, showing a spirit that attested to
European values and strengthened the understanding and
importance of the act of cooperation.

https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2022/01/minister-joly-to-travel-to-ukraine-france-and-belgium.html
https://mfa.gov.ua/news/dmitro-kuleba-ukrayina-ta-kanada-vistupayut-yedinim-diplomatichnim-frontom-na-tli-agresivnih-dij-rf
https://mfa.gov.ua/news/dmitro-kuleba-ukrayina-ta-kanada-vistupayut-yedinim-diplomatichnim-frontom-na-tli-agresivnih-dij-rf
https://www.agerpres.ro/politica-externa/2022/01/16/sefa-diplomatiei-canadiene-se-va-deplasa-la-kiev-pentru-a-sustine-ucraina-in-fata-rusiei--847966


the economic relationship between the two
countries and the certification process for the
opening of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline;
the EU-Russia relations, which according to him,
were hindered by the anti-Russian EU policy of
Brussels and a group of anti-Russian-minded EU
members;
the discrimination faced by the Russian journalist
from the RT Television channel in Germany as the
country media office blocked their satellite
broadcasts

the discrimination faced by the Russian journalist
from the RT Television channel in Germany as the
country media office blocked their satellite
broadcasts
the presence of the Russian military at the border
with Ukraine and its implications
other foreign affairs topics such as the situation in
Kazakhstan, the Belarusian-Polish border dispute,
etc.

During the joint news conference following the
German-Russia meeting that took place on January 18,
Minister Sergey Lavrov pointed out the main talking
points of his discussion with Minister Baerbock,
among which were:

Minister Lavrov also expressed his concern over what
he considers as NATO’s policy of containing Russia
and raised the point that according to international
documents, every country has indeed the right to
choose its security policy, but at the same time, the
action taken to ensure its security should not threaten
the security of any other state. This statement sheds an
interesting light on how Russia sees this conflict and
the dynamic between the two neighbouring states.

Germany’s Baerbock meetsGermany’s Baerbock meetsGermany’s Baerbock meets
top Russian diplomattop Russian diplomattop Russian diplomat
Lavrov in MoscowLavrov in MoscowLavrov in Moscow
Following the series of failed negation between Russia
and NATO on January 12, Russia and the OSCE on
January 13 and other bilateral meetings between
Russian officials and Western allies, talks are still
taking place between high-ranking officials and their
foreign counterparts as solutions are yet to be found to
overcome the current political and military crisis. Such
is the case with the last meeting between German
Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs Annalena
Baerbock and the Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sergey Lavrov where they discussed about the de-
escalation of tensions between Russia and Ukraine and
the actions that Germany will take if Russia fails to take
the first steps in this direction.
Before arriving in Moscow, Minister Baerbock first
stopped Ukraine on January 17. She met with Ukrainian
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba and OSCE
representatives from the observer mission of the
ceasefire agreement in eastern Ukraine. This occasion
marked Germany’s 30 years of diplomatic relations
with Ukraine. It was Minister Baerbock first official
visit to the country since she assumed office. In an
official press release, she made clear that western
countries will not discuss Ukraine’s future without
Ukraine and used this meeting to show European
solidarity and support for peace and security on the
continent. 
According to the German Federal Foreign Office,
Germany is open for dialogue and made it clear that its
positions are firmly tied to the principles of the
Helsinki Final Act, which include the principles of
territorial integrity and the right of states to choose
their alliances. Foreign Minister Baerbock also
emphasised that Germany is ready to act if Russia
escalates the conflict with Ukraine any further.

Author: Roxana Irod

https://mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/1795070/
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/newsroom/news/-/2506640
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/aussenpolitik/baerbock-ukraine-russia/2506636
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Massive cyberattack hitsMassive cyberattack hitsMassive cyberattack hits
Ukrainian governmentUkrainian governmentUkrainian government
websiteswebsiteswebsites   

On the night of January 13/14, 2022, Ukraine faced a
large-scale cyber attack. The websites of the Ukrainian
public institutions, such as the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Cabinet of Ministers, the Security and
Defense Council and the Ministry of Education, did not
work. That all the data of the Ukrainians uploaded to the
network became public. In their statements, officials
claim that about 70 pages of content were affected during
the attack.
A Foreign Ministry spokesman said the sites had been
shut down, with authorities working to rehabilitate
them. This massive cyberattack has not been claimed
based on growing tensions between the West and Russia
and amplifying warnings about a possible Russian armed
attack on Ukraine. No one has taken responsibility for
this.
Experts believe that this aggression was a response to the
OSCE negotiations for the de-escalation of the situation
on the border between Russia and Ukraine. In addition,
the suspicions of Ukrainian officials are directed towards
Russia, claiming that they have evidence regarding its
involvement. Consequently, the Ukrainian authorities
had interpreted the cyberattack as a manifestation of
war. Still, at the same time, it is too early to make an
official decision.
           EU Foreign Minister Josep Borrell said that soon,
the European Union's Political and Security Committee
and cyber units would meet to find an answer and help
Kyiv. For his part, NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg added: "We will mobilize all our resources to
help Ukraine deal with this cyber attack". He said an
agreement would be signed between NATO and Ukraine
to strengthen cyber cooperation.
           As a result of this event, Poland has chosen to raise
the level of the national threat alert, and Russia has not
yet commented on what happened.

Also, regarding Ukraine, the Russian minister added
that there is no disagreement among them and the
international community that the Minsk Package of
Measures enabled the ceasefire in certain areas of the
Donetsk and Lugansk regions of Ukraine must be
respected. Therefore, according to him, the portrayal
of Russia as the one who wants to restart the conflict
and doesn’t respect the provisions agreed at Minsk is
unacceptable. It is only a means of shifting
responsibility for the lack of progress in
implementing the agreements. 
Multiple western voices have warned Russia of harsh
consequences if it continues to accumulate troops on
the Ukrainian border and keeps promoting its
security policies seen as aggressive by the West and a
threat to European security. 

Minister Baerbock also previously warned Moscow
that it would suffer if it did attack its neighbour. This
position was mirrored by the German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz in his declarations from the joined press
conference that he held together with the NATO
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg. There he
addressed the situation currently unfolding at the
Russian-Ukrainian border and its implication on the
security of Europe. He declared that if Russia violates
Ukraine sovereignty, there will be a high political
cost. He also signalled that stopping the Nord Stream
2 pipeline is not off the table among the actions
considered by Berlin. 
In response to this statement, Sergey Lavrov drew
attention to the fact that Nord Stream 2 is the biggest
commercial project between Russia and Germany in
10 years and that its only purpose is to secure energy
for Germany. The rest of Europe, therefore, attempts
to politicise this project are counterproductive. 
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https://www.reuters.com/technology/massive-cyberattack-hits-ukrainian-government-websites-amid-russia-tensions-2022-01-14/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/massive-cyberattack-hits-ukrainian-government-websites-amid-russia-tensions-2022-01-14/
https://romania.europalibera.org/a/atac-cibernetic-ucraina-rusia/31654680.html
https://peacemaker.un.org/sites/peacemaker.un.org/files/UA_150212_MinskAgreement_en.pdf
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_190927.htm
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